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About Me



My name is Ben Burghart and I am the author of this blog. I am an architect, educator, and researcher. I enjoy testing the hypothesis that zoning and building code reform in American cities can reduce car use, social isolation, and the cost of housing. I believe that cross-cultural research is part of this process, so that's one reason why I enjoy traveling abroad and studying the history of cities and architecture around the world.

I have degrees in religious studies, global studies, and architecture. This is a place for me to share observations, reflections, critiques, photography, drawings, diagrams, and other random interesting thoughts.

The blog name comes from an essay my uncle wrote in the early 1990s. He was a social anthropologist who studied South Asian cultures, particularly India and Nepal.

"There is a relationship between voice and listening that I wish to explore. By voice, I do not mean the way one speaks, but rather the way one ought to speak if one is to be heard. By listening, I mean an act that acknowledges and in some measure transforms the speaker. One normally takes the speaker to be active and the listener to be passive in acts of communication. I would like, however, to switch this around. It is how others are transformed in listening that I wish to investigate, how a people who are listened to gain a voice." - Richard Burghart










